
The School 
of Arts and 

Sciences is Making 
History with its project 

to provide a fitting home 
for its top-ranked Department 

of Music. The $15.3 million 
renovation and expansion of Penn’s 

historic Music Building will ensure that 
the department has facilities that reflect 

its strength and integral role at the 
University.

Plans for the Music Building renovation include 
overhauling and redesigning the interior; restoring the 

exterior’s rich, orange terra cotta; building a new addition 
that will almost double the facility’s size; and creating light-filled, 

soundproofed and technology-ready teaching and performance spaces.

The new Music Building will better support the research activities of our 
renowned music faculty, facilitate learning for students across campus, 
and enrich the culture of performance at Penn.

Watch a video on the power of music performance at: 
www.sas.upenn.edu/home/campaign/music/video.html

For more information about the Music Building renovation, 
contact Michael Baker at bakerm@sas.upenn.edu or 215-898-5262.

Join us in Making History in the Arts and Sciences



If you’ve ever had an MRI or a 
mammogram or even an old-fashioned 
x-ray, then you’ve benefited from the 
work of a medical physicist. Since 
the discovery of x-rays in 1895, the 
application of physics to the diagnosis 
and treatment of disease has led to 
crucial – if not astonishing – advances 
in such fields as medical imaging and 
radiation oncology. Increasingly, 
these complex technologies are used 
to treat patients with ever-increasing 
precision and success. The growth in 
demand for these innovative tools has 
led to a shortage of clinical medical 
physicists who have the necessary 
expertise.

In 2006, the School of Arts and 
Sciences set about to meet this 
demand. The Master of Medical 
Physics Program, housed within the 
College of General Studies, has been 
revamped under its new director, 
Kate Spillane, with a completely 
redesigned curriculum that will 
provide students with classroom 
and laboratory, as well as clinical 
experience. The program will enroll 
its first student cohort in the fall, 
consisting of 11 outstanding students 
selected from 75 applicants.

The revitalization was made possible 
by the support and shared vision 
of Daniel Dosoretz, a practicing 
radiation oncologist and parent 
of Amy Dosoretz, C’99, Abigail 
Dosoretz, C’09, W’09, and Arie 
Dosoretz, C’04, M’10. Spillane says, 
“Dr. Dosoretz not only understands 
the need for well-trained master’s-
level medical physicists, but he also 
recognized that Penn, because of its 
unique assets and resources like the 
world-class Roberts Proton Therapy 
Center, could prepare exceptionally 
well-qualified professionals.”
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In addition to tapping the University 
of Pennsylvania Health System’s 
state-of-the-art facilities and 
the School of Arts and Sciences 
distinguished Department of Physics 
and Astronomy, the program will 
stress communication, ethics and 
responsibility – in both clinical and 
research settings – to promote the 
highest standards in patient care.

There are only 11 accredited 
medical physics degree programs 
in the United States. The College 
hopes Penn’s MMP program will 
become the 12th. Spillane says, “It 
is our intention to attract and enroll 
the best and brightest applicants and 
to provide them with the best well-
rounded medical physics education 
available.”

To learn more about the Master 
of Medical Physics Program, visit 
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/CGS/
graduate/mmp/ or contact the 
College of General Studies at cgs@
sas.upenn.edu or 215-898-7326.
			   —AC

The Future 
of Medical 
Physics

Make your Gift
to the School

of Arts & 
Sciences

Check
Send your check, payable to the 

Trustees of the University
of Pennsylvania, to Laura Weber, 

3440 Market Street, Suite 300,
Philadelphia, PA 19104.

Credit Card
Make a gift online at

http://www.sas.upenn
edu/home/views/

alumni.html.

Appreciated Securities
Contact Laura Weber at 

215-898-5262 or
lweber@sas.upenn.edu

Other Assets,  
Life-income Gifts

and Estate Intentions
Gifts can be made using assets  

like real estate, art or  
collectibles. Some can even pay 

you income for life or be 
designated to benefit SAS when

you pass on. For information,  
contact Penn’s Office of  

Gift Planning at 800-223-8236 
or planned_giving@ben.dev.

upenn.edu.

Matching Gifts
Many organizations match gifts  

to the School from their  
employees. Ask your employer 

for more information.
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Lorraine Carrady Quinn’s, CW’73, family has been 
involved in film since 1951, when her father, Victor 
Carrady, first came to Puerto Rico and built movie 
theaters. He created what is today the largest cinema 
chain in the Caribbean. When her middle son, Gregory, 
C’07, stepped onto Penn’s campus as a freshman, he 
brought with him a deep-seated interest in all aspects of 
the industry and made his way to the door of Timothy 
Corrigan, a professor of English and Cinema Studies. 
When Greg introduced his mother to Corrigan, they 
immediately hit it off, and Cinema Studies at Penn 
suddenly gained a valuable ally who was eager to 
offer her own hard-earned experience and develop 
meaningful opportunities for the program’s students.

Head of real estate for the family company, Caribbean 
Cinemas, Carrady Quinn is an industry pioneer and thus 
provides cinema students with a terrific role model. 
Karen Beckman, the Elliot and Roslyn Jaffe Endowed 
Associate Professor in Film Studies and director of 
Cinema Studies, says Carrady Quinn “has come up with 
innovative and unique ways in which she can support the 
vision of the program by making first-hand experiences 
with the film industry available to our students.” For 
the past three years, she has offered a paid summer 
internship for a student at her headquarters in San Juan, 
providing airfare and an apartment. And she works to 
customize the internship according to the student’s 
interest, whether it be art cinema or the business side 
of the industry. Carrady Quinn also sends a student 
and faculty member each year to ShoWest in Las Vegas, 
the most prestigious and longest running trade show 
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devoted to cinema exhibition and distribution. Both of 
these opportunities provide students with substantial 
knowledge and real experience, not to mention the 
benefit of a mentor who generously shares her true 
passion for film. 

In addition, she and her husband, Christopher Quinn, 
C’74, have donated funds to name the Cinema Studies 
director’s office in Fisher-Bennett Hall. Last year, she 
hosted a benefit for the Penn Club of Puerto Rico at her 
new Fine Arts Café and Cinema, featuring Corrigan 
as a speaker. Most recently, the family endowed a 
scholarship in the College to support an undergraduate 
majoring in film studies. “As a Penn graduate myself,” 
Carrady Quinn says, “as well as my husband and now 
my son, I feel a great connection to the University and 
am eager to promote the Cinema Studies major in any 
way I can.”

“We feel really privileged to know her and to have her 
support,” Beckman says. “The opportunities she offers 
help Cinema Studies participate in Penn’s serious 
commitment to moving between theory and practice, 
which we feel is invaluable for our students as we try 
to expose them to the history of global cinema and the 
key issues facing film and media professionals today.”

For more information about Cinema Studies at Penn,  
visit http://www.cinemastudies.upenn.edu 
					      AC

Lorraine Carrady Quinn and intern Jean Lee, C’09, at ShoWest

Caribbean Cinemas
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	 This is the history of a 
story. Or, more specifically, it’s 
the history of the letters that 
tell a story, fabulous, almost 
unbelievable – untold for more 
than 60 years. 
	 Between the first and last 
letter there are over 300 others. 
They tell about North African 
tank battles, Italian stalemate 
and German concentration 
camps. These are the stories 
of my grandfather’s World War 
II experience as a volunteer 
ambulance driver with the 
American Field Service, an 
organization of young “college 
men” who were disqualified from 
military service but wanted to 
be part of the “excitement.” My 
grandfather never spoke a word 
about his story to anyone. These 
letters are my family’s first glimpse 
into a heroic service that gave little 
back but the horror of transporting 
the dead and dying.
	 In 1995, my grandfather died 
unexpectedly in a car crash. He 
left behind a box that contained 
every letter he had written to his 
parents between 1942 and 1945. 
There were more than 150 letters, 
many longer than five pages. 
His mother saved his bi-weekly 
correspondence along with the 
clippings and souvenirs he sent 
home to his four younger siblings. 
After he died, my mother placed 
the letters into another old box, 
where they remained. 
	 In May 2002, another box 
arrived on our doorstep with 150 
more letters – opened, still in 
the original envelopes, carefully 
preserved. These had also been 

written by my grandfather to a 
woman named Dickie, a childhood 
friend who later became his 
girlfriend. They grew apart 
after the war, but she had kept 
his letters. When Dickie was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, her 
brother searched for our family  
so as to return them. After a year, 
he found my mother’s cousin, who 
still spent part of the year in the 
same community my grandfather 
and Dickie had summered during 
their youth. My mother carefully 
placed Dickie’s letters with the 
others and forgot about them for 
five more years. 

	 One night, my brother and 
I went into the attic to look for 
something my mother had asked 
for. He suggested rummaging 
through the oldest-looking boxes, 
when we found the letters and 
recognized our grandfather’s 
handwriting. We forgot what we 
were supposed to be doing. My 
brother was more interested in 
the medals in small velvet cases, 

but I lifted out the envelopes, 
along with a Geneva card and 
my grandfather’s passport, and 
snapshots fluttered to the floor.  
My grandfather had captured 
moments in North African villages, 
the bombed-out countryside 
in Italy, and men posed around 
ambulances boldly marked with 
insignias of the British Eighth 
Army and riddled with bullet 
holes. Buried at the bottom 
was an envelope on which my 
grandfather had written “Belsen.” 
The photographs inside showed 
the last days of the camp where he 
had evacuated inmates for almost a 
month: the burning of the huts and 
the tearing down of barbed wire. 
No one in our family knew that  
he had been in Germany during 
the war. 
	 In the summer of 2007, as 
we read and transcribed all the 
letters, I decided to write my 
senior honors history thesis about 
my grandfather’s experience with 
the American Field Service. My 
mother wondered if he would be 
proud or horrified to get such 
attention. He never talked about 
the war. She doubted if he would 
have wanted his story to be told 
because he knew many men had 
been braver and given far more 
than he. After 60 years, I told her, 
it is an unusual and important 
story. And, after all, history is 
about stories. 
 
Alice Hickey, C’08, is a diplomatic history 
major who lives in New Hampshire.
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by Alice Hickey

His Story

  These letters 
are my family’s  
  first glimpse  
 into a heroic 
service that gave  
   little back but    
 the horror of  
     transporting 
the dead and 
dying.
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You can almost hear the silence pooled beneath the dawn 
bird calls in this photo by Jackie Nicole Rivera, C’09. 

The scene is a mangrove forest in Miami. Jackie, a fine 
arts major who concentrates in photography and graphic 

design, goes there often when she’s home. The practice of 
photography, she says, “allows you to notice and explore 

facets of existence that often go unappreciated. You begin 
to find yourself in the images that you collect.”

Deserted Road
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The University of Pennsylvania values 
diversity and seeks talented students, 
faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. 
The University of Pennsylvania does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, 
sexual orientation, religion, color, national 
or ethnic origin, age, disability or status as 
a Vietnam Era Veteran or disabled veteran 
in the administration of educational policies, 
programs or activities; admissions policies; 
scholarship and loan awards; athletic or 
other University administered programs 
or employment. Questions or complaints
regarding this policy should be directed to: 
Executive Director, Office of Affirmative 
Action and Equal Opportunity Programs 
3600 Chestnut Street, Sansom Place East, 
Suite 228 Philadelphia, PA 19104-6106 
or 215-898-6993 (voice) 
or 215-898-7803 (TDD).

“The past is never dead. In fact, it's not even past.”
-William Faulkner

To hear alumni tell stories about their student days at Penn, visit
www.sas.upenn.edu/pennbackthen




